236                             RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK   have come my way this week is a letter from------to
^^   -----, dated the llth October.   The one absorbing
question, he says, is how the split in the Congress, now apparently inevitable, is to be averted. "The outlook at this moment is as dark as dark could be." He has no hope that any solution can be found, short of removing the sittings of the Congress from Nagpur. But this "means a split, as the New Party in that case will probably insist on holding their own separate Congress at Nagpur." "If a split does come, it means a disaster, for the Bureaucracy will then put down both sections without much difficulty." They will brush Gokhale and his friends aside on the ground that they have no large following in the country; and will put the New Party down on the plea that the most thoughtful people are against them. A party manager, or for that matter any politician aspiring to be a leader, should never whine.
I must not forget to inform you that "the feeling against Mr. Morley in the country is so strong at present, that no one who puts in a word for him has a chance of being listened to. In fact it is no longer mere regret or disappointment, or even dislike or distrust: it is, I grieve to say, disgust and detestation, and God knows if it ever will improve." There is a terrible tale for you!
It cuts me to the heart that you should think I judge you "hardly." Nothing would vex me more, for I try to keep as much alive to your difficulties as I am to my own. Now, you say, " The question* seems to me to be, whether public opinion, especially at home, would accept the change without an outcry that might
1 Alteration of military supply. leader turning round to stare at the wheeler? You have of law and politics are to be disposed of. I daresay thesesupport him against ill criticism. So the resignation was accepted. I telegraphed concurrence without delay.]om the Viceroy. My Councilre assigning to him. Operations will be closely watched here, you may be very sure, by one powerful man at least, and him a man of minute, industrious, and unsparing vision.
